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Japanese pig production
There are 4,470 pig farms in Japan keeping 9,189,000 pigs as of February 2018. Kyushu and Kanto Regions are the two major pig producing regions representing 58% of the pig production in Japan, followed by Tohoku Region. Of these 1,800 farms have more than 1,000 fattening pigs and represent 89% of the pig meat production. The average number of pigs kept per farm is 2,056 (MAFF, 2018a). In fiscal year 2017 (1 April 2017-31 March 2018) 1,816,000 tons of pig meat was consumed, of which 890,000 tons was domestically produced and 926,000 tons imported (MAFF, 2018b). 
Number of international flights, boats and vehicles
A
Import of pig meat
A total of 1,027,934 metric tons of pig meat was imported into Japan in 2016, from the US, Canada, Denmark, Mexico, Chili and other countries (AQS, 2017b). The pigs from which the pig meat exported to Japan must originate in ASF free countries (AQS, 2000) . Consequently, no pig meat was imported from ASF infected countries (AQS, 2017b). J. Vet. Med. Sci. doi: 10.1292/jvms.18-0543
Import of heat-processed pig meat products
A total of 12,656 metric tons of heat processed pig meat and 19,211 tons of heat processed sausage were imported into Japan in 2016. Of these 7,803 tons of heat-processed pig meat and 8,285 tons of heatprocessed sausage were from China. (AQS, 2017b) The heat processed pig products are subjected to heat treatment at a temperature of 70 degree Celsius for one minute by boiling or for 30 mins by heating in a water bath, or drying in hot air (AQS, 2013). There are 106 plants designated in China for the production of heat-processed meat products for export to Japan (AQS, 2018a).
Import of feed and feed ingredients
A total of 10,015,625 tons of maize was imported into Japan in 2016 for feed ingredients, of which 18635 tons was imported from China (ALIC, 2017). A total of 185,927 tons of cotton oil cake was imported into Japan in 2016 for feed ingredients, of which 955,582 tons was imported from China (ALIC, 2017).
Illegal import of animal product
There were 
Number of international travelers and workers
A total of 24,039,700 foreigners visited Japan in 2016, of which 6,373,564 (27.6%) were from China, 
Soft ticks habitat in Japan
Soft ticks (Genus Ornithodoros) live in Japan. However, it is not known if they are capable of transmitting or propagating ASF virus (NIAH, 2018) .
Biosecurity measures of pig farms
In accordance with the Domestic Animal Infectious Diseases Control Law, the pig farmers are obliged to observe the biosecurity standards that include establishment of clean and contaminated areas, restriction of visitors into the clean area, disinfection of vehicles entering the clean area, early notification and suspension of shipment and movement of pigs when specified conditions are observed (MAFF, 2017) .
